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Small Arms used by the British Army during 
WWII
Lee Enfield Rifle
    RifleLee Enfield Rifle Mk  IShort Lee Enfield  Rifle Mk IIIRifle No 4 Mk  IRifle No 5 Mk  I
Calibre.303".303".303".303"
Overall length49.5"44.5"44.5"39.5"
Barrel Length30.19"25.19"25.2"18.7"
Feed device10 rd detachable box10 rd detachable box10 rd detachable box10 rd detachable box
Sights FrontBarley CornBladeBladeBlade
Sights RearVertical leaf and rampTangent leaf Vertical leafVertical leaf
Muzzle Velocity2060fps2060fps2440fps2400fps

Lanchester and Sten Guns

The Sten gun is the perfect example of a
weapon created for war,  it's not pretty and
it's not elegant but it does the job required
and it's  cheap. The Thompson has been
the sub machinegun of choice for the first
year and  a half of the war, mainly as it was
what was available at the time but it was 
extremely expensive and also difficult to
produce costing between £30-40 per 
weapon. A cheap and easy to mass
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produce weapon was required and the
result was  the Sten gun - which cost only
£10-13 initially and less with the simplified 
versions. The Sten was very simple, made
out of pressed metal and consisting of  less
than 50 components which could be
manufactured in small workshops all over 
the country. 

The Sten gun fired 9mm ammunition as did
the MP40, the Sten was  slightly lighter and
had a higher rate of fire. In terms of combat
performance  they are pretty equal but the
Sten had one extremely important attribute
that  the MP40 did not, it was easy to mass
produce. As a testament to this there 
where more Sten guns built in either 1942
or 1943 by the UK alone than every  MP40
and MP44 produced between 1940 and
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1944 put together. 

      LanchesterSten Mk ISten Mk IISten Mk II SSten Mk IIISten Mk IV ASten Mk IV BSten Mk V
Calibre9mm9mm9mm9mm9mm9mm9mm9mm
System of OperationBlowback, selective fireBlowback, selective fireBlowback, selective fireBlowback, selective fireBlowback, selective fireBlowback, selective fireBlowback, selective fireBlowback, selective fire
Overall length33.5"35.25"3-"37"30"27.5"24.5"30"
Barrel Length7.9"7.75"3.61"7.75"3.85"3.85"3.85"7.8"
Feed Device50rd Box Magazine32rd Box Magazine32rd Box Magazine32rd Box Magazine32rd Box Magazine32rd Box Magazine32rd Box Magazine32rd Box Magazine
Sights FrontBarleycornBarleycornBarleycornBarleycornBarleycornBarleycornBarleycornBarleycorn
Sights RearTangent adjFixed ApertureFixed ApertureFixed ApertureFixed ApertureFixed ApertureFixed ApertureFixed Aperture
Muzzle Velocity1280fps1280fps1280fps1280fps1280fps1200fps1200fps1280fps
Cyclic Rate575-600540540  540575575575
Weight9.65lb7.8lb6.62lb7.48lb7lb7.5lb7.5lb8.5lb

Bren Guns
      Mk IMk IIMk IIIMk IV
System of OperationGas, Selective fireGas, Selective fireGas, Selective fireGas, Selective fire
Overall Length45.5"45.6"42.6"42.9"
Barrel Length25"25"22.25"22.25"
Feed Device30rd Box Magazine30rd Box Magazine30rd Box Magazine30rd Box Magazine
Sights FrontBladeBladeBladeBlade
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Sights RearApertureLeafLeafLeaf
Muzzle Velocity2440fps2440fps2400fps2400fps
Cyclic Rate500540480520
Weight of Barrel6.28lb6.46lb5.09lb5lb
Weight of Gun22.12lb23.18lb19.3lb19.14lb

Vickers .303 Machine Gun
    Calibre.303System of operationRecoil with gas boost from muzzle  boosterGun weight32lbGun weight with  water40lbTripod50lbOverall length43"Barrel length26.4"Feed device250 round canvas beltSights FrontHooded bladeSights RearLeaf with aperture, 400 yard battle  sightMuzzle Velocity2440fpsCyclic rate450-550

Production of British Small Armsby year 
    WeaponTo Aug 1939Sep-Dec 1939194019411942194319441945(May)Rifles No 1-330,96218,255100,76341,41464,396- - -Rifles No 4- - - 32,419530,333910,205497,10988,171Rifles No 5- - - - - - 50,39279,958Rifles (r)25,014139,750592,23841,2414,643- - -Pistols No 217,805  38,49655,33628,351(to May)60,132(from May)87,49036,492
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Pistols No 1 (r)-   16,646290318(to May)- - -Boys AT 11,16141,0213,8277,31322,3916,225- -Bren Guns15,0116,80332,89938,55965,18775,62840,2857,544Bren Lightened- - - - - - 9,12812,833Vickers .303 - 1809191,3801,000(to May)2,4752,0331,203Vickers .303 (r)- 2182,1661,766894(to May)- - -Sten- - - 6,3381,420,2401,542,952598,39599,258(which Mk V)- - - - - - 46,05963,021Lanchester- - - 8616,97630,49325,621-
Sources - Small Arms of theWorld,  AVIA 22 456-514 
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